
✔ Investigate scholarship options early – and not just

academics and sports. Your workplace, associations or

various charities may also offer alternatives you may

not have thought of

✔ Make sure any tuition fees owing are paid and 

you know – or your child knows – where funds for 

next semester’s tuition will come from

✔ Teach your child how to prepare and stick 

to a budget

✔ Talk to your child about household management

issues like cleaning and getting along with roommates

✔ Ensure your son or daughter has sufficient funds

to buy textbooks

✔ If necessary, help your child find a place to live 

(if going to school in another city) and roommates

✔ Depending on how far away your child's school is,

discuss how to finance trips home and frequency. Will

you provide a calling card, cell phone or vehicle?

✔ If your child is moving from a small community to a

metropolitan city, you may want to discuss transition

issues and investigate the public transit system

✔ Agree with your child on the extent to which 

you’ll support them financially, so they can budget

accordingly. And be prepared for some bumps along

the road to fiscal responsibility

✔ Coach your child about using funds from student

loans, scholarships or bursaries responsibly to minimize

debt after graduation

✔ Check with your group benefits provider to confirm

that your child is eligible as an over-age dependent for

health and dental coverage under your employee

benefits plan
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